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… The controlling of medical costs in countries such as Britain through rationing, and the health 
consequences thereof are legendary. The stories of people dying on a waiting list or being denied 
altogether read like a horror movie script.  

The U.K.'s National Institute for Health and Clinical Excellence (NICE) basically figures out who 
deserves treatment by using a cost-utility analysis based on the "quality adjusted life year." 

One year in perfect health gets you one point. Deductions are taken for blindness, for being in a 
wheelchair and so on. 

The more points you have, the more your life is considered worth saving, and the likelier you are to 
get care. 

The British are praised for spending half as much per capita on medical care. How they do it is 
another matter. The NICE people say that Britain cannot afford to spend $20,000 to extend a life by 
six months. So if care will cost $1 more, you get to curl up in a corner and die. 

In March [2009], NICE ruled against the use of two drugs, Lapatinib and Sutent, that prolong the life of 
those with certain forms of breast and stomach cancer. 

The British have succeeded in putting a price tag on human life, as we [USA] are about to… 
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